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Hebe, is a ſtro +Aſs couc Sent 4 
teen two , * 7 


" ind elem that 3 2nd ths | 
Land that it was Pleaſant; and bowed 
his Shoulder to bear, and cane 4 Ser. : 

vant unto Tribe. * 


Dan ſhall judge ** one ofthe Tilly 2 
of Ir ae J. 2 PR 45.5 
by #hd\ Wah 


Das ſhall be a\ 
. bitet h * Horſe 


. rag 


der in the Path: 

_ heels, „Jo that his Rider ſhall fall backward. 
I have lat cot” O Lord. i 
A 21 +6 d., L . 7 6) 55 


ESE Words are Part of de Propbe 
e Kere Bo: . 
rei mn 2 A 
| * ſee with What Varikty of Temper ad 
thoſe People ated,” who all grew. So the 1 
Father: A full Argent" bow well the Diff 
* is form'd, That all are not Tir, 
* Neither canle- they . +8 the See 


they all Children: — 
| e Dj wal on a GTG DE 
when they came into the iſed Land; and, b . 
cauſe ſome of em ſhould have title or no Talle of / 5 "BY 
Liberty, and others' would purſue it through all the 
Expence and Danger that lay in theix agg be places 
theſe Two together, that every dne WI¹U¹⁵ reads may 
40 13 60 upon the 191 nee Ld Ip; 5 
p n 7 N | R Na 


cm. 


hy Ede 15 275 
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„ 2 The As; or, The SERXvENT. 
© ” whcſe Souls are beneath knowing the Diſtinction of 
Bondage and Freedom: And on the other hand, as 
8 they give” us the Character of, thaſe -who admire 
+, their Liberties, agd- will dare tö feek and fetch 'm 
v here- ever theyg fe carried; who reckon this a Pro- 
perty that ſh not be loſt as long as it can be kept, 
and will ſcarce ſubmit to an Exiſtence under Iy- ; 
. YI © 
a. In theſe two Branchgs you have the Diviſion of 
the Text; Heres a Tribe of Iſrael that gives us an 
Example of each Temper: Jſachar is remembrel1 
for his Neglect of that which Dan was reſolycd upon 
* no Terms to part with: And ee what 
Food old Fachb Faith of theſe Two that were ſo unlike 
one another we may fix the Characters that are due 
to thoſe H eicher deſpiſe ot -vaJue- the Dchiverance 
JJC <1 on ih, 


WS S\.iS © Wet 
I. Than bebin-with the Account that you have of 
Iſacher, whoſe" Pallige Obedience (if you'll call it 
. 10) is condemn'd to Memory by Peſe Words; 
5 Tjachar is a flrong Aſs conching donn hi vnecen two Ber- 
, mat” good, andyrhe Land 
og Tit it was pic afary and bowed bis Shou to bear, 
» and became 4 Servant 10 Tribute: Where you 
three Thinge Leer | 
1. The general Temper of this People. 
he Subjcchon and Bondaggthey fell inte. And, 
3 The Realon they gave for tis Stupidity. FA 


+4. (1) You may obſerve, that many of the Tribes 
5 > bave their Hiſtory couch 'd in a Reſemblance that's 
BY © gwen of em: They are compar'd to fome Crea- 
©. ture of that N, Diſpoſiti . — 
5 „„ among em: Thus Judah & a Lyon's : Naphiali 
| 4 % 4H let loofe ; Joſeph a ite Baugh ; — Benjamin 
„ . "aravening Wolf. Now theſe Alluſions would convey 
0 do us ſuch thoughts of the People as beat up to the 
1 Account we have of em afterwards : They are moſt 
of em to be underſtood as a Reputation; but what 
* is aid of /ſacher, is as full of Gpntempt as a Metaphor 
„daa be: Weareto, know him by his Likeneſs do the _ 
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be As s; or, The SERPENT... 
3 nn 2g — 
molt heavy and ſtupid Animal in the Creation. In. 
ſtcad ot having bis Name from ſomething vigorcus 7 
and beautiful, his Fatlier leaves this upon him, That s 
he's 4 ſtrong Aſs conching down between two Burdens, ; 
Th- Ground of the Similitude youMee..4s the lets 
Reliſh they *Chould have for their; Liberties, the 
ſorry and dull Surrender they would, make of them: 
| ſelves to Tyranny z which is a Temper expos'd in 
this Compariſon two waysʒ oh 
1. It's imputed to nothing elſe but the Stupidity 
of them that ſubmit to it; the Tiibe that links 
into thoſe Meaſures is reſembled by an 4/r 
2. It's condemned hy tbe Inſinuation that it was 
in their Power to ha it otherways; Hachar 4 4 I 
ftrong Ass: That very Strength that makes hm 
mg under a Load, would be, ſufficſent to throw 2 
t. WHAT the Compariſon leads me firſt to tell EIS | 
pon Foundation of all Paſſiv: Obedience is 5 
id in Stupidity, - They that couch donn berween ad 
Burdens, who i their Shoulders to bear, and become + | 
| bag, :o Tribute, may bete {ce what Herd they > 
ks, to. | ? „ © ; Ft, . | e 
Tho an Aſs was more uſed in thoſe Eaſteru 9 
Countries than it is with us, yet the Old Teſtamen en 
bath accounted of it as ſo Mean a Creature, that the ESE 4 
Compariſon is very jult.: It feems to be made or nee 
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no way remarkable. either for its Head or its. Heels, - a6. 
ſo little capable of being taught, that the Folly f & 
our Nature is ſignified by it, that Man ig ore, 4 : 
wild Ai, l:: And tho? it's true in, theſe Pars, 
we find the greateſt Men riding on them, pet it? 2 
Creature that the Ceremonial, Law hath branded ig 
A vcty peculiar way It muſt, upon uo Terms whats - "ny 
ſocyer, be threwn among the Offerings of the Lord? 22 
The Command was very general, Thas halt Jer apart Exod Ki. 
unto abe Lord all that opens the Matrix, and vr) Firſts 12, 13 
ling that comes of the Beal which than haſt, the Mates » ©» ons 
© Jhell le the Lord's, This Law was laid out in tha "2", A 
compaſs, to put em . 8 the ee „ 
Ee, ON ale Ei -born of every Cregture j; Jet 10 uns 
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, higher a Deſign tha Drudgery, bearing af Burdens, 


. *<&-\ 


» v2 K „ 1 
5 f * % * 
- * = 
£ * 2 N * P : '* * ; 
' » \ F | } F | , 
| " _ - a 
* 4 w'% ©* - , 0 | N : A =» A 
* me 144 ww, * A my | 1 
hk « a L P . 2 f 
s | A i, * 2 
eee n 4 { : * ns . 
3 o 4 1 * þ 1 . 2 3 
Ls by # WW 1 x" Pw | \ 4 " » ju Re , : 
[ 4.4 » A 4 oy 4 * * * © LET q * 7 = . * a 
0 : 7 ih , . N 
. 4 oY # , . : l s > - - * of 
a = 


as , _—_— 
I AED) a 


MESS, Er e344 
; * 


8 


* A 
S- * 


WY 4 
8. 


4 


** — — 
— 


De Ass; or, The SERPENT. | 


there's one Exception, and the only Animal left out 
ie, every Firfling of an Aſs thou ſhalt redeem with 4 
Lamb; and if 2 wilt not redtem it, thou ſhalt break 


re Neck, © 
| #0 that wheff Jacob (| of Iſachar under This 
*SSmpariſon, tis a viler Name than he could poffibly 
Fave him by Another; and it may intimate to us, not 
only the Stupidity of their Nature that run into this 
Crime, but a particular MHufitneſs for the Service of 
God, They ſeem to be the Outcaſt of both Worlds; 
they give up all that's dear to em in this, and ſhew a 
- Dulneſs that can have no room in the other. The way 


Luk. 1.74, of ferving God is without Fea M1 1 om the 


. Wrath of Enemies, in Holineſs: and Righteouſneſs all our 
*.. days. The fearful and wnbt are in the front of 
thoſe Sinners who fill be Lake of Fire and Brimftone. 

You may always obſerve it, that. an indiflerence to 
Civil Liberties. goes along with a neglect of that 
which is Religious A Man that throws away the 
Bleſkngs of Providence, cannot have a due Reliſh to 
thoſe of Grace. $25 u. N 

- Thoughſubmitting to the impious Will of a Mo- 
narch hath been exalted as if it was the one thing needs 
Ful, yet it's caſy to prove, both by the Rule of Scrip- 
ture, and the Hiſtomes of Men, this is fo far from 
containing the Whole of Religion, that it real 

ſſeſſeth no one Part of it: There can be no. Fai: 

in it, for that would both purifiegbe Heart and con-, 


Heb, zi. 9#er the World, It was this that made Moſcs forſuke 


gypt, 0k fearing the Wrath of the King. And there 
can be no Love, I mean to or His People, for 
that would teach us to value what the One gives and 
the Other enjoys? And tho this may be call'd Pa- 
tience, yet it's a proſtitution of the Name to a Tem- 
t which bath none of the Thing; for this Graces 
vs it ſelf in Bearing a Burden, not in Laying it 
on, The over-ruling Hand of God we mult ſubmit 
to, but this will conſiſt with all the Zeal we can uſe 
" paint the Tools he employs, The Diſtinction is 4 
ood one, and as old as David, who knew how dif- 
ſerent his Behaviour ought to be: JF the Lord: bath fins 
Fred thee up againft me, faith he to Saul, les him acctpt. 
5 2 | | a 
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an 
anſwer him one of a Thouſand; bs: 


ng, I have deſerved it from bim, and cannot. 


22 lain that People loſe their Chriſtiani with 
—— and when once an en — 


The Tes, „ The — 1 


if rhey bs the Chil- 1 Sam. 
dren of Men, curſed be they before 2 Lord. Xvi, 19. 


— bath made em Slaves, there needs little more | 


to make em Heathens. The Miniſters that preach 
up» This Doctrine, will ſoon underſtand no other > 

It ſhall drive Faith, Repentance and Holineſs out of 
the Pulpit, and inflead of fee of the Children with 
Bread, they'll give 'em 4 Stone 
ſhall hear nothing elle, but Obedience to the Luſk 


ä 1 


don His Life, than i make the Kings of the 
a compliment of Os that as be was a Servant 
=. — — if no Sin could be 


8 but what they call i R 
of procuring to our ſelves Damnation were ne- 
_— uſed but in one caſe, which is reſiſting of a 
Civil Power. We-thall ſeldom bear a better Ap- 
Fra of that awful Argument; tis not fo warm- 
4 to male us flee from the Wrath y come, 
being warned of God £0 n hings not ſeen as 
yet, we may be moved "with Fear + They'll but ſeldom 
trouble their Heads about the Dangcr of Debauchery, 
that Whoremongers and 4 God will judge : 
They'll tell us but little of the Hazard ſuch are in, 
n more than lovers of God; 


who blaſj the 
__ uſe that 


Scheme. of Religion, and 
k to make them laugh, iich makes be 


2 little while we 


beinen, and the _ 


» Devils tremble ; who ruſh into the Retirements of 


our Worthip, the Ordinances that ought to-be kept 
clean and hol Ia I ſay, Is little of their Dan» 

tho the th given us the ſame dread- 
Word in that caſe ok agrees fo well with them 
that eat and drink wnaworthily, cat 


l 
in the other: 
and drink to tbemſelve! Damnation. Theſe are the En- 


F „ene Chr The Apoſt 
chat went about with the Goſpel, were often'claim- 
| pin of the Law. For this did Paul ar- 
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that Slavery will make upon our Re. 
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with the Centurion on the Stairs of the Caſtle, 
and would not let the Chriſtian run away with the 
Roman : For this did he threaten to ſhake the Go- 
yerment of Philippi, and getuſe to take his Liberty 
at that eaſy rate, of going out of the Priſon 3+ No 
he was reſolved to let thole Magiſtrates know, that 
as the Laws of the Empire had given him a Pro- 4 
tection, ſo he * y never loſe it for want of Zeal; 
and tho' the Jaylor, who was but converted the Night 
before, brought him the Meſſage, they have ſent to let you 
20, now then depart in peace; yet he uleth the Advan- 
age that Innocence gave him over Tyranny, they have 
Act. xvi. beaten 1s openly, and uncondemned, being Romans, and 
36, 37. hade caſt us into Priſon, and nom do they thru#t us out pri- 
vily, nay verily but let em come themſelver and fetch us 
ont. So tender was he of his Privileges, that tho!“ 
he knew as much as any Man how to deſpiſe the 
Pomp of the World, yet in this caſe he Il inſiſt up- 
on a Ceremony that perhaps was never demanded 
before ; that the Magiſtrates of the Town ſhould 
come to the Priſon-doot and beg Pardon, aud bring 
them Out whom through a Miſtake they bad put In, 
and deſire them to debart from ibeir City. For this 
did he refuſe to an{wer the Summons ” 4 Feſtus, who 
would have betray d him to his Enemies, but appeal'd 
10 Cæſar; aud from this Principle did he deal ſo 
iN roandly with Ananias, God ſhall ſmite thee thou whited 
Wall, for ßtreſt thou there to judge me according to the 
; Lay, and commandeſt me to he ſmitten contrary to 
85. TXU. % Lan? * + A 85:34; 
mis is the Spirit of our Religion, it allows none, 
of the Stupidity” that ſachar was run down into; 
for an Aſs can no more be a Patern under the Goſs 
pel, than it could be-x Sacrifice under the Law. But 
it's enough we are told what ſort of Creatures they 
ate, by the Metaphor in my Text; deſpicable to 
Nen, and rejected by God; made for Seirice and 
Contempt. The Compariſon gives us the loweſt 
[ + Opinion of thoſe to whom it belongs. They ate by 
F mis repreſented as a ſtupid ſervile People, for the 
i 7 : Word fits their Heads as well as their Shoulders. 
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be could do it. Moſes indeed fled from Pharaob, becauiſe 
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their Poſterity. Had they been drain d. and wea- 
ken d, and funk down to an Inability, that which 


paid bis Tribe as a Servant, might have led him Arca 


Submiſhon to an unrighteous Powet,.zepreſent the \ 
People as not able to do other ways. We never once . 


tar from having the Cenſure, that a Slave would give 


raiſed; his Publick Character, and by this Juſtice 9 2 
upon the Officer, thought to bave led on that of the 3 
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2. THE Crime of their b:coming Servants to Tri-. 

bute, is hinted at y the further Account we hare 0. - © 
'em, that they la under no neceſſity of doing it: | 
mich had it in their Tos. to be. otherwiſe, and 


mightshaye compell'd a betftt Lot for themſelves and 


was now: both their Sin and Puniſhment, had been 
only the latter. But 1ſachar was Pen Aſs, able 
to Refuſe a Load as well as to Bear it. 5 

Several Annotators give us this Note from the 


Hebrew Word, that he was an Aſs of Bone; which 


perhaps is a further Contempt of him, to tell us his 


want of Spirit as if he was only Outſide, a meer 


Shell and Frame of Nature: And indeed they wwe 

ſo tamely give up all that can be dear, ſhow but littte 
Soul in that Surrender. But 1 ſhall take the Words | 
in the firſt Senſe. I gave you of em, that he is call'd W 
a frong Aſs; to 1 15 that he had Capacity to "4 | 


have done otherways, only he wanted Heart and 

Courage to uſe it, Ie that conch d denn between Tu 
Burdens, might easily have proteſted againſt One; 2 | 
he that bowed bis Shoulder to bear, could have cloathd. 1 
it with Armour And the Wealth with which be 


into the Field a Rival. * 2 15 2 1 in 
All the 1 that we have in Scripture of \ 


find a good Man neglecting to reſiſt an Injuſtice when 


he had no proſpect of conquering him; but when he 
had to do only with a ſingle Egyptian, who was 
ſmiting one of his Brethren, he's no longet about it 
than whilſt he looks this way and that way, and then Ed @ 
he fills him, and hideth him in the Sund: And this is fo 1x, 12. 


5 *. 
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it, that upon That Action he was in hopes to have 


brings in this as the Reaſon why, ſceing one 
9 Sk b 
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People upon the King, as the Martyr S eben tells us: 
for be 4 
« 'F 


. The Ker; yay RS * 


„ 5 N X 1 | 
' 12 . rennen e e. > A378 ere . 
. — k 4 1 
; , . 
£ 2 9 
4 — —0 . ä —— ENINE 
5 


Few | , be ged bins h 
AR. vil. the 1 wrong, he aven that was 
T4, 25: and fr wrong b brains 6 fed hit 5.15 8 
would have un 4 bow that by — God would 
have delivered them, but underſtood not. If their 
Teal would bave come on as faſt as his would have 
led it, they would have been ſaved then; but they 
Joſt 40 Years by their Unbelief. Devid run away 


from Saul, when he had no Friend to ſtand” by him, 

but he put himſelf at the Head of a little Army 

as ſoon as he could; and the only Reaſon why ' 

be did not give him Battle was, becauſe he had not 

8 Force enough : but when thoſe great Numbers came 
* 4 to bim every Day, he makes no ſcruple to go out into 
the Field, 1 * there ſell ſore * BD. 3 

| when be came with the  Philifiine 

| . Battle. © 


. 77 A jaſt and jo Geld "oy e ever 


to the Will of evil Men; dal to-fay, that be would 


have us deliver up our ſelves, i is to blaſpheme his _ 
pire; for he hath no Fellomſhip with che Thrones of Ini- 


dr. * who from. Miſchief by 4 8 That which 


Ca 
2 575 1 


Lm Hand: ſhe was not able to riſe Bat 
8 hen th: had had — 7 a * 
"7 e e Shake thy ſelf from the Daft, 0 


er of Zion; 
In — — thing you bave the woſul Tem] 
Wy of this People ; They —__ 
1 impreſt by a generous 2 — 1 tho it's ti 
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L 0 Bur dens. | | 
| | * 
part with their Liberties. And 


here you meet with Bondage in every Form and 


brween two Burdens, Here's a Slavery 


28 
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O ibm E ph ru + thy ff Ae. the Bands of thy Neck, 
: 


L they had Strength and Ca ct it was all 
1 thrown away upon a lazy wb t would not 
uſe it. fſacher 4 4 A * ach down berween 


i Shape. Here's Oppreſſion in all its Weight, be falls | 
| * | to: his Per- , 
ſon, bis Shoulder is brought 10 hear what wy = upon 


1 . 
* 


Th OWE ba jv the ly of ir Behar anda 


4 Fe, , : * 
5 1 4 | 
} \ 1 4 LY A . : 
v n 1 4.4 2 - * 4 
1 * 6 4 a : l 
bl o 
% 


The Ass, or, The SERPENT. 
him. Here's Poverty in his Concerns, be become 
4 Servant to Tribate; and here's a Neceſſity for 
bim to be Active in all this. Oppreſſion ſtu- | 
pifies the Faculties, hs concherb down beneath bien 
Burdens, he bows his Shoulder, he . conſents to be 
. Servant: What 4 Gulph of Perdition was this 
eople ſunk into? Whither will Tyranny lead 
thole who have the Heart to follow it? Can 
we ever begin to ſtop too ſoon, , when it will 
be ſo dreadful to have it too late? 1 
1. YOU obſerve here what weight this Op-; 
eſfion was laid on with: Iwas not what 
ehaboam threatned, the  Heavineſs of a little Fin. 
ger; but he conches down between two'Burdent, 
Some (tranſlate this between two Hills; and 
underſtand it of the Situation that {/acbar had 
in the Land of C Others ſuppoſe that 
it refers to the Quarrels they might have with 
thoſe Two Tribes that lay .onncach. Side of em z 
we the ory — — ben we what! Weng 
uery t A welt themictves unde. 
L 1 RANT 88 know no juſtice, will 
allow no Mercy; they never think their Gran | 
deut advanc'd high enough; they'll ſet no bounds / 
to the Luſt of Empire, but get it rove in all / 
the Licenſe of theix own Fancy. Do not imagine 
that; there's any dealing with an Arbitrary! Gas * 
vernment, Laws are only Shackles upon yon, 
but no Rule to em. Some remove! Land- Marks, Job xxlv. 
they violently takeaway Flocks and fred thereon; 2, 3, Ge. 
they turn the. e, .of the may, the Poor of the _ 
Earth hide themſelves tagetber + Brbold as the willi 
Aﬀes of the Deſert they £0 forth i Mort, riſing bee = 
times for a Prey, and it s the tame Aſſes of the Vil 
lages that fall into their Hands g They cauſe tbe 
akel to go without 7 he hath no covering 
the Cold; they,nluck the Fatherleſs from the Breafty 
and take a Pledge of - the Poor ; they take away the 
Sbeaf from the Hungry: Min | groan out of tho © 
Cay, and th. Sonl of t Wounded cries Ons, "If 
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If you would not couch down PTY Two 
Nga you muſt enter an effectual Proteſt 
againſt One: For they that ſubmit, will, in a 
little Time, be brought to that pass; Her Car- 
riages were bervy loaden, ey are 4 Burden to the 
Weary Beaſt," t 17 Roop, they \ bow down together, 
they could not deliver their Burden, but themſelves 
are gon? into Captivity. Thus did the Ammonites 
with the Men ot Fabeſh Gilead; tho' the poor 
People would have ſubmitted themſelves ùnto 
'em, yet they will allow of no eaſier Terms 
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4 Reproach upon ell 1fr So unlimited did Ben- 
had ad take himſelf, in the Court of a Man, wha 
Had gone too far, in ſaying, My Lord, O King, 
Jam thine, and al that I e does not on ly 
claim his Silver and Gold, but hit Wives and Chi 
dren ; and would fon 4 bis Seytants the next Day 
toirake out what was: 2 in l heir Eyes. © 

This made David rather chuſe to fall into the 
Hands of God, than into "thoſs of Man: Not but 
that the former could have" deftroy'd him with 
more Expedition than the latter, but «ith the 
Lord there whi Mercy, with Men there is none. 
And indeed the . butt Been very ſhort i 
When once a' Tyrant bath —4 _=_ row wer 
his, He hath foon come to affirm . 
o too. And therefore A's the 
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RED of the wort Ideas that we have of 


aluing to Life un Godtintſs, is iro 
2 . 55. Ceſar '* * They rake wp all 
them with the Angle; they (ateb them with: 1 


Net, aud gather Photo in their Drag, therefare 
they rejoice and are glad; 


- They: vill empty bon- 
and n © ſpare 14 flay (he Nations. ” And 
how mkappy- 555 the Caſe of à People bez 
ho never 'know when they have done _ 

duch a Government upon Earth Nr 


_ there 1s 10 Sqerifice for Sin, but 4 — 
fearfub 
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fearful looking for ef mute Fudoment and new-1n- 
dignation. * 1 Foa: . | * 


2. THEIR Perſons were made vile and con- 
temptible, they bow their Shoulder: to. bear. 
There are ſome Uſages which God always rec- 
kon'd an Indignity to Human Nature. 'Tis for 
this reaſon that he limited the Number of 
Stripes chat were to be given to a Malefactor, 
laſt thy Brother ſtem vile 10 thee: And the Statute 
of Murder is laid out upon this ground, That 
in the 4 of God made he Man. Such an © 
preſſion did the Jews hve under in Egypt; their 
Burdens were very grievous in the Brickilng, the 
Task- maſters oblig'd them to their whole Quan- 
tity of Work tho* they denicd them Straw, and 
then puniſht em for not doing what they Knew to 
be impoſſible. me „ 

When this comes to be the Lot of ſuch as give 
up their Liberties, the Juſtice of God calls for 
our Adoration 5 they that have lived in 
Pleaſare and Vanity, axe moſt likely to make 
a Sale of all that they * they have enen 
the Bread of Tdleneſs, and, How. righteous is it | F 
with Heaven to give em that of Sorrow. 2 That , 
they who are brought up in Scarlet, ſhould embrace 
Dunghills 2 This is one Oduſequence of Slavety ; 
and it fell heavily upon the Prieſts! at Feruſa- 
lem, who might remember their din in their 
Puniſhment : They that uſed to lead the Blu 
came to wander 4s blind Aden in the Siretts, an 3 
ſo pollared with Blood, that Men tonld not ; touch an. . 
their Garments : The Anger of the' Lord divided 14. 
"em, and he mould no more regard em. An Ab- 
ſolute Government Swallows as faſt as you can 
Give, and, What will this come to in time? Bat 


the banging wp of Princes by tbe Hand, not hongur- 233 


ing the Faces of the Elder, taking rhe. young Men 13. 
ts Griwd, and making the Children fall under the 
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3. It runs out into Poverty. This - paying of 
Tribute, muſt be underſtood of exceſſive Taxes ; 
Impofitions that are enough to drain a Country : 
Not what a People conſent to for their own 


Defence, but what are extorted from them. 


And then what ſignifies the Goodneſs of the 
Land, when the Profits are offer'd ＋ as A 
Sacrifice to the Luxury of a Stranger? Thus 
hath 4 fr#irful Land been brought into Barrenneſs. 
The Houſes of the People were made 4 Dung hill ; 

0 


and they that have liv'd in the mid 


Plenty, ſought their Bread to velieve their Souls. 

ey conſent to the loweſt Terms meerly to 
enjoy what Nature had made their own : We 
have given the Hand to the Aſſyrian tobe ſatisfied 


Lam. v. G. with Bread; and, better are they that periſh by the 


Deut. 


XXViii. 


Sword, than ſuch as are ſtricken through for want 
of the Fruits of the Field : It was a dreadful Ar- 
ticle in their Judgment, thine Enemy ſhall diftreſs 
thee in all thy Gates, IS; 

4. That which makes the Caſe deplorable to 
the laſt degree, is, that the People themſelves 


. concur in it, either through a Neceffity, or the 


Habit- of Bondage. They bow their own Shoulder 
to bear; and, by an unaccountable mixture of 
Choice and Force, become Servants to Tribute. 
When a Nation hath given up their Liberties, 
they do not only loſe the Thing, but all the 
Taſte they us d to bave of it. | 
And this may be conſider'd both as a grow- 
ing Vice, and a Stupidity that the righteous God 
hath ſealed em up under, The Miſery of ſuch 
a Caſe hath this in it, that the People are 
never likely to remember from whence they are 
fallen, or do their firſt Works;, they ſleep 4 perpe- 
taal ſleep, and do not anale. *Tis not a Damage 
that ſets them a Thinking, or warms a powerful 
Zeal to recover what they have lott ; but by a 
Jong courſe of Subjection it becomes theis own 
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k 3. Into Rea lons t ive yi 4 
this Neglect of emſelves, or what it is e * de 
exchange for their Liberties; and you find there 
are two things that leave em under the power of 
this Infatuation. 2 \ 429 59 en 
1. What they reckon the Fayour of the Enemy, 


Tuch ſaw that Refi WAS | | - Zak. 
2. The natural — of their Country, 
The Land it was pleaſant. | * N 


I, They ſee that Reft is good, which ſnews us 
tow their Judgment is perverted, to ſuppoſe that 
there can be any fuch thing as Ret, while the Yoke 
of Tyranny hangs upon their Shoulders, No 
this Opinion hath its only Root in Cowardiſe a 
Lazineſs. They dread the noble Toil of War, 
tho* the Hazards People tun that way, are far 

-trom being equal to thoſe of a flaviſh Temper; 
you can ſcarce loſe ſo much by venturing, as you | / 
ve away by ſubmitting. /Whilſ-the Jenf re- 

iſted Sennacherib, they bad what we call a ö 

Chance fox it; but he tells them roundly, If the 

made an Agreement with him by Preſents, it mu 

end. m his taking em amay from their own Land. 

And is this the Keſt wherewith they would cauſe the 

weary tolie down ? Is this all that a People get by 
throwing themſelves upon the Mercy of a Tyrant? 

We may well ſay, Ariſe and depart, this is not your 
ReFt, becauſe it's polluted. Mic. ii. 0 

2. The Benefits of their Country was another 
thing that ſoften'd em into this Compliance, They 
ſaw that the Land was pleaſant. They'd no mind 
to be carried off, becauſe here was enough for 
their own Neceſſity, and for the Humour of him 
to whom they paid Tribute. But what a poor 
Argument is this? If the Place was ſo good, it 
deſerved to be fought for; If the Produce af Na- 
ture there was ſo great, tis —4— they ſhould 
bave All of the Profit who had None of the Pains, 

Thus they pleaded upon their Return out of Cap- 
tivity, the Land that thoy haft given to our "Oy 
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Neh. is, 0 ea: the Fruit thereof, and the Good theredf., behold 
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wt are Servants in it; and it yields much [ncreaſt 
to rhe Kings whom thou haſt ſet over 2, becauſe of 
our Sins ; alſo they have dominion over our Bodies, 
and over our Cattle at their pleaſure, and we are in 
great Diftreſs. | 2 

Thus have I laid out to you the former of theſe 
Characters, and ſhown you how poor a Figure 
Iſachar made in the World. But, 


II. We have an Account of better things in 


. the Bleſſing that he pronounceth upon another 


Tribe. Dan judge bis People like one of the 
Tribes of OE ſhall be 4 Serpent 7 the Way, 
and an Adder in the Path, that bites his Horſe's 
Heels, ſo that his Rider falls backward |, I bau- waited 
for thy Salvation, O Lord, _ | 
What is ſaid of this brave People, is ſo plain a 
Reverſe to the Mcanneſs of the other, that a very 
little Enlargement will ſerve here. 

1. He begins with a new ſort of Language to 
give us the Deſcription of theſe, What they did 
would be worthy the Name they derived from 
their Father ; Dan ſhall judge bis People like one of 
the Tribes of Iſrael. | 

2. We have the Meaſures that he will take in 
order to it; and that is, the Uſe both of his Po- 
licy and Courage: He is like 4 Serpent by the Way, 
and an Alder in the Path, and, rather than not 
be trampled on, he'll bite the Horſes Heels ; be Il 
undermine the Foundations of Tyranny, ſo that 
tbe Rider ſhall fall backward. | 

3. Theſe noble Deſigns are what Jacob recom- 
mends to the Bleſſing of God, in that Prophe- 
2 { have waited for thy Salvation, O 


(i.) We have a general Honour put upon them. 
Dan ſhall judge his People like one of the Tribes 

of Iſrazl. What julging of his People l 
SETY 38 had 
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bad occaſion to ſhow: — the laſt your That it 
includes an Execution of their Laws, and à Defend- 


ing of their Liberties from any that would 
preſs them. And this we find that Sen di 
who was of that Tribe has paid leſs regard to 
an Enemy, in whoſe try he lived, than an 
of the Judges. No, do bat. conſider how this 
plac'd in a full Oppoſition to what was ſaid of 
2 and from thence you may collect, That 

ole Rulers do not judge their People; who 
ſwade them to bow down under two Burdens : 
are i nconſiſtent with one'another. | 

But what I would obſerve to you, is, the ho- 
nourable Turn he gives this, That it's doing like 
One of the Tribes of Iſrael: As if they that neg- 
left it were ſunk below the Name: But D 
kept — 7 the Di 17 of his Family, and owa 
that his Deſcent any Pattiarchs'was not 
in vain; Thoſe antient Worthies, whom an 
bad call'd out from the reſt of the bole Ev 
him the way to it. One of the moſt rem Flea 
Things that Abraham did in a publick 
was the taking of Five Kings Captive ;' tho' the 
People, in whoſe Quarrel he mingled himfelf, Aare 
the firſt Rebels we read of: He had Armetg feady ”* 
for three Hundred and eighteen Men, train'd” 
in his Houſe, Upon his return from this Slaughter, 
Melcbiſedel, the Prieſt of 15% mofl Hi Mie God, ' meets 
bim, «and giyes him a ſolemn in- His 
Name, who is rhe Poſſeſſor of Heaven ire, Earth, 
And tho” it's true, he feſusd to be made ich 
the Spoils, yet the Right that he had ta brin 


Gen, iii 
, 


down and _— ſo many Tyrant, rs. 

from his paying Tythes to Mellhiſeget ;* "We 

cannot think that he would haye brotight” Fob 
for 4 Bar ut-Offering. Jacob ee Sip 


<bf the Land with bis A 
the Hand 'of the "Amorieez 4 nay, he" be pa 
alle, giren him in the Field of Bat 
2 F Srength be laid hol# of t Argh, 
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and had Power both with God, and Man, and pre- 
wailed : So that Cowardice, in any of his Pofte- 
rity, was a departure from that noble Spirit 
their Fathers had been Eminent for, | 
And eſpecially, if you'll conſider 'em as a 
People ſet apart to the Worſhip of God, they 
were bound to run all Hazards in defendin 
what he gave em. When they were frighte 
with the Analimt, faint-hearted, and durit not 
g0 on, it was acting ſo far below themſelves, that 
he will {ſcarce own em to be his People; but 
ſays, That it's 4 Generatian that do err in their 
Hearts, they knew not bis Ways. Their Spirits bad 
a wrong Turn, and he itwore, That they ſhall. never 
enter into his ret; And if they ſhould allow an 
Enemy to break in upon the Land of their Poſe 
ſeſſion, it was diſhonourable to their Name: 
But Dan bears up the old Figure, and in pudg- 
in f his People, is like one of the Tribes of 
IG Atls "Ms - 1 


_ (2) Here are the Ways that he takes to do 
it, Where you may obſerve, N 

1. The Policy and Wiſdom of this People: 
They are compar d to Serpents and Adders. 

2. Their Courage, or the Hazard they run: 
They Il throw themſclves into the Path, venture 
being cruſh'd, rather than loſe their End. 

3. Their Reſolution to bave the Bleſſing hat- 
ever it coſt em: If they can't diſmount a Ty- 
tant by mere Force, they'll bite his Horſe's- 
Heels, ſo that the Rider ſhall fall backward: 

_ I. They are repreſented. as a wiſe and well- 
inſtructed N in the Way, an Ad- 
der in the Path. Doubt leſs Iſachar thought it a 
good Prudential to humble themſelves, and hol 

their Lives upon no other Tenure than the WI 

of a Prince ; but this their Way was their Folly, 
Dan takes his Maxims as they | riſe from the 
plain Welfare of the Community: He'll N 


— — — — 
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be beRor'd nor wheedled out of his Privileges 3 
he'll loſe em neither by War nor Treaty: As 
he's Serpent enough to underſtand what's beſt 
for him; fo, like be Adder, be flops bis Ears 
2 the Vaice of the Charmer, charming never 
wiſely. 
The want of ſuch a Spirit, is the Preſage of 
Ruin. Thos ba# hid their Hearts from Underftan- Job xvil. 
ding, therefore thou ſhalt not exalt them, Chriſt 4. 
himſelf bath bid bis People take to em the 
Wiſdom of the Serpent; tho here I would not 
have you miſtake this tor the mere Wrigling of 
that Creature. Fraud and Artifice, lurking 
Ways, and lying Words, are as much below 
the Wiſdom that will' fave a Nation, as they 1 
are againſt the Honeſty that mult fave a So 
Thoſe Men that came to David, and bad wns © 
derflanding of the Times, and knew what I 
ought to do, found that the Wiſdom of the #87 
| — was conſiſtent with the Innocence of ths” 
ve. 4 
2. Beſides a Capacity to contrive what is beſt, 
here's a Courage to execute it. This is a 
Tribe that Moſes ſpeaks well of in the Bleſſing 
that he gave em. Dan is 4 Lyon's help, and Deut. 
he ſhall leap from Baſhan. And we may oblerve a xgxijji. 225 
Character of that ſcrt in the Verſe before us, 
That bell venture himſelf as 4 Serpent in the Way, 
as an Adder in the Path; he'll run the Hazard 
of being trampled under foot, rather than take 
up with the poor and ſcanty Terms that an + 
Enemy gives bim. 'Tis better being ciſh'd at 
once, than condemn'd to a miſerable Exiſtence ; 5 
And theſe are things that will deliver a People 
over to the Voice of Fame: The good Eſteem 
and sf; Wiſhes of the World will be ta 


ſuch as offer themſelves willingly, and jeopard their - 
Lives in tbe high Places of the Field. „ UP | 

3. They are determined to have the Bleſſing  _ 
at any Expence: Nor wy they loſe Things tor 3 
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want of meer Names and Forms; they'll en- 
deavour to bring down a Tyrant by his own 
Methods, if all the reſt ſhall fail: And when 
he deſigns to ride over Liberty and Religion, 
if they cannot {top his Career, they'll break 
his Neck; the very Horſes Heels, which ſhoutd 
have uind Them, ſhall receive the Wound that 
will prove fatal to Him. And indeed when a 
People are thus inclin'd to looſe the Bands of 
their Captivity, it's no very hard matter to 
humble the Wicked by the Meaſures they have 
taken. Violence and Iniquity do not fo eaſily 
carry their Load, but, in a little time, their 
Rider may fall backnard. 


(3) WHEN Jacob hath thus deſcrib'd his 
Son by the brave Meaſures that he'll take, 
be recommends the whole Deſign to the Bleſ- 


ig of God; 1 have waited for thy Salvation, 


© Lord. 

Some imazine that the good old Patriarch 
was, at this time, almoſt ſpent upon his Death- 
bed with going fo far as he had done; and 
in theſe Words he takes breath again: Others 
think there's in them the Horror of that Ido- 
latry that he faw the Tribe of Dan would run 
into. But if you'll take 'em for a Pauſe, it's a 
Sign, that what he bad ſaid of a People getting 
back their Liberties, was of ſo much Value with 
him, that his Soul can reſt a while upon it, 
before he proceeds to the other Bleſſings, 

Or, you may underſtand it, as ſeveral would 
do, for a perſonal Wiſh, Q. D. “ Let me turn 
« aſide for a Moment trom telling what will 
„ Happen to you, and ſpend one Thought upon 
d my ſelt. You hear what Iachar will give 
© up, and Dan retrieve ; but theſe things be- 
* long to a World I am going from, There's 
© ſomething nearer me than your Proſperity , . 
* 1 kave naited for thy Savaion, O Lord.” We 

a * you 
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But 1 ſee no reaſon why the Salvation that 
he waited for, may not be connected to the 
ways that Dan would take in judging his Peo- 
= And then it includes in it theft three 
things. | 6 

1. His hearty Wiſhes to ſo good a Cauſe, 
Q. D. “ This will be thy Temper; and my 
HBleſſing go along with it. It's what I think of 
& with Pleaſure, and in ſome of my laſt Breath 
commit thee to the Favour of Heaven: The 
« God. before whom my Fathers wal, the Angel 
& that redeem d me from all Evil, eſtabliſh the 
ori of thine Hand. | 
And this we have had many Examples of; 
tho good People were juſt at the Gates of Glory 
yet they could not take leave of thoſe that ſtay d 

hind, without a Teſtimony for the Cauſe they 
had been engaged in: . Which ought to be of 
the greateſt Value with us, that ſuch a Num- 
ber of excellent Perſous have died Praying for 
the Peace of our Feruſalem. They have ſpoke 
well of the Liberties of Mankind, when them- 
ſelves were leaving all Things of that fort ; 
and we cannot think that God would let em 
go out of the World, either with a Lye in 
their Mouths, or a Trifle in their Hearts. 

2. When he adds, I have waited for thy. Sal- 
vation; it may be under{to»d as a Direction to 
thoſe brave People, to tell 'em, they mult hope 
for Succeſs in a religious Way. Second Caules 
are employ'd; but the good old Man would 
let em know, That heir Salvation is of the 8 

* 1 Lord ; 825 


20 he Ass; or, The Sfr ENT. | 


— 


* n 
_ * i. at. 


Lord: And if they will conquer in earneſt, 
they muſt be a People that wait for it, 

This comprehends the Duty that they owe to 
him, their Dependance upon his Care, their Jea- 
louſy for his Honour. The Profane, the Unclean, 
the Evil doers do not come into the Number. If 
they have any hopes of being deliver'd, *tis from 
ſomething elſe, for God is not in all their Thong hits, 
They that uſe his Name without Reverence, and 
his People without Pity, can't think that he hath 
any Pleaſure in their Ways. But Jacob would 
have them give all their Counſels and Attempts 4 
ſerious Tincture, for when the high Praiſes of God 
Pral.cxtix t in their Mou hs, it will add a Weight to che 
6. two edged Sword that is in their Hands. 

3. This ſeems to be an Act of his Faith in the 
Great Meſſiah ; for it's under this Name that ano- 
Luke ii. ther good old Man receiv'd him: Lord, now letteſ 
29, 30. bos thy Servant depart in peace, for mine Eyes have 
88 ſeen thy Salvation. Nor could this be thought im- 
py to mingle with the Zeal they had for Civil 
iberties: It was by a Faith in him that the El- 
ders obtain d a good Report, in ſubduing Kingdoms, 
working Righteouſneſs, hopping the Mouths of Lions, 
waxing waliant in Fight, and turning to flight the 
Enemies of the Aliens, The Believer bath in him 
the trueſt Courage. There's nothing in any one 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity that will tye up the 
Hands of an injur d People. One that hath tafed 
that the Lord is gracious, malt bave Pity to the 
Deſolations of Mankind. He can't endure to ſee 
that Nature ruin'd by a Tyrant, that hath been 
honour'd by a Saviour. 

And then, beſides, as the Kingdom of a Meſſiah 
extends it ſelf, it will proclaim Liberty to the Cap» 
tives, Its an Inſtitution, as well as a Prophecy, 
that there ſhall be no hurting nor deftroying in all his 
holy Mountain; and he is then ſaid to take to hing« 
Rev; xi. Jelf his great Power and Reign, when be deftroys chit 
1B, that defiroy the Earth. + ; s 

| And, 
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And, again, One that hath Faith in Jeſus, is 
waiting for that time, when Kings ſhall ſhut their 
Mouths at him; Princes ſhall ſee and ariſe, and he'll 
ftrike through Monarchs in the Day of bit Wrath, and 
wrinch his Glory out of their Hands, who have 
taken it from him. 

Again, waiting for this Salvation, prepares a Man 
for the Day of Battle: A Chriſtian does not fight 

thoſe Hazards that others do, who loſe two 
Lives at once, that which drops in the Field, and 
that which is eternal. The Believer in theſe Pan- 
gers takes himſelf to be #-hting the gbd Fight, and 
keeping the Faith; and it his Courſe is at an end in 
this Attempt, it will be f:i/b'd with Foy. 

And thus have I ſet before you the two Tem- 
pers that diſtinguiſhed theſe Tribes: Hetc's Death, 
and Life, and Curſing, and Bleſſing ; The Choice 
muſt now be your owh AR. Titi bath ſuf- 
fer'd me to do little mote than le: e the Words 
to pieces, and conſider the Parts of em aſunder 3 
you'll eaſily apply what you have heard theſe 


two Ways. X 
e Doctrine 


1. Into a full Reſentment of Irin 
that would perſwatle you out of Your Liberties 
upon the ſame Ternis that 1ſachar; parted wit 
heirs. 'Tis pity that human Nature it ſe 
ould be fo far debaſed; but tis with an Ag 


vation that we ſee the Holy Name of Chriſt bath 
been blaſphem'd 3 that thoſe My Wy muſt be 
our Choice, which was the Romans Abhorrence ; 
as the Apoſtle faith in another caſe, it's 4 Fornica- 
tion not ſo much a: nam'd among the Gentiles, Do 
not take it for a ſmall matter, for at this Gap do 
they throw in all the Superſtitions of Worſhip, 
their damnabl: Dottrines, as well as their cruel 
Meaſures. *Tis by this means they Il ſteal away 
your — jon, and fill the Nation with Darkneſs, 
A lood, | | 

2; This calls us up to the Praiſes of God, who 
dcliver'd us from the Stupidity of /ſachar, * * 
bs 2 | NY pur 
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ſpir d us with the Temper of Dan, at our Revolu- 


tion. | br 1390 
m ſenſible, this Mercy hath had all the Re- 
gards that the Children of Iſrael gave to the 
Manna which fell from Heaven. At firſt we ga- 
ther'd it, we taſted it, liv'd upon it, and reckon d 
it Angels Food; now tis but /ight. Bread, and we 
want Fleſh to eat; nay, as it is {aid of Sodom, we 
re going out afier trange Fleſh : And I doubt not 
but the Parallel would hold further, that it muſt 
come as ſoon out of Our Noſtrils as it did out of 
Theirs. What they deſi'd in their Laſt, they 
enjoy'd with a Plague, for er it was chew'd, while 
it was yet between their Teeth, the Wrath of G1d fell 
„on . | 
But I would recommend the great Things that 
He hath' done for us, to your Value and Care 
and this can be expreſſed in no better way, than 
by walking in the Light, while we have the Light; 
4 Cnvrſation that becomes the Goſpel ; an Abhor-, 


rence of any thing that would mingle with your 


Religion, or defile your Practice; a Pity to the 
poor Proteſtants in France, upon whom the Clouds 

ave return d ier the Rain; a having no Fellow - 
ſhip with th ui Wrks of Darkneſs. Aud, 
who:yer they are that have no Compaſſion for 
Blood, no Reverence for Leagues, O my Soul! 
come not thou into tbeir Secret, unto their Aſſembly, 
mine Honogr be nut thou united; for in their Anger 
they ſl:w 4 Mn, and in their Self-will they dig donn 
4 Wall : Let ſuch Counſel of the Wicked 7599 — 
me, I bavs waited for thy Salvation, O Lord. 
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The' Ass; or, The SERPENT. 
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Publiſh'd by the ſame Au r RHOR. 


F IVE Anniverſary Sexmons upon the Filth of 
November, the Day of our Happy Revolution; 
for the Years 1700, 1701, 1702, 1703, and 


1704. 


The Welfare of Iſrael, conſiderd : In Two 
— ran on the Fifth of November, 1705. and 
1706. 


The Divine Right of the Revolution: In Two 
+ on the Fifth of November, 1707, and 
170 | 


Theocracy; or, The Government of the Judges, 
conſider'd and apply'd to the Revolution, 1688. 
Preach'd Nov. 5. 1710. 


Steadineſs in Religion, recommended from the 
Example of Daniel, under the Decree of Darius: 
In a Sermon, March 23. 1711-12. 


A Confeſſion of Faith, at the publick Or- 
dination of Thomas Bradbary, London, July 10. 


1705. 


Readineſs for Death, urg d from our not know- 
ing the Time of it: In a Sermon occaſion d by 
the Death of Mr. Norwich Salisbury, &. 
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